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Drawing on recent research in the neuropsychology of learning 
as well as her own extensive experience in the classroom, Jane M. 
Healy states that the basic intelligence of our children is not at 
issue. Instead, she explains how the electronic media, fast-paced 
life-styles, unstable family patterns, environmental hazards and 
current educational practices may influence not only the way our 
children think, but also the brain’s actual physical structure. 
These changing brains also imply fundamental differences in 

the way students process information, accounting for decreased 
attention spans, increased “learning disabilities; and a literacy 
crisis that has far-reaching implications for future generations. 
Healy explodes many myths, including: that watching Sesame 
Street helps kids learn to read; that daycare programs necessarily 
give children a head start in school; that competency exams are 
either reliable or have a positive effect on learning; that all “dis- 
advantaged” brains are found in poor neighborhoods. 

Calling for bold reform in the classroom, she offers parents and 
teachers concrete advice on what they can do to help improve 
children’s learning skills now and for the future. Disturbing and 
provocative, Endangered Minds is a vitally important book that 


is certain to spark further debate about educational reform 
NN — from the publisher 
XN Science News Books 


EndanMinds 
ro 1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 


Please send copy (ies) of Endangered Minds. Iinclude 
a check payable to Science News Books for $22.95 plus 
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